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This guideline provides the North Zone with standardized procedures for dispatch mode levels for wildland responses due to changes in weather conditions.

Dispatch Mode Levels
Dispatch modes levels for wildland responses in the North Zone are defined as the following:
Normal Dispatch Mode

This mode reflects a non critical statewide/regional situation.  Current and short range predictions are for low to moderate fire danger.  Local units have sufficient contingency resources available.

Weather Considerations:  

· Temperatures – 80 to 90 range 

· Relative Humidity – (40%-60%)
· GACC 7 Day Fire Potential – Green (Moist) or Yellow (Dry)

High Level Dispatch Mode:  

A high level dispatch mode will be used when the following weather conditions or when the weather reflects a serious situation or potential for a serious situation. All conditions listed below must be met in order for North Comm to initiate procedures for moving into a High Wildland Dispatch Mode.
Weather Considerations:

· Temperatures – 90 and above 
· Wind Speed -  > 15 MPH
· Relative Humidity – (15% - 40%)
· GACC 7 Day Fire Potential – Orange or Red
The 7 day fire potential information can be found at the following website:

http://gacc.nifc.gov/oscc/predictive/outlooks/Fire_Potential.html

Red Flag Level Dispatch Mode
A red flag dispatch mode will be used when a red flag condition has been declared by the National Weather Service.
Weather Considerations: The following weather conditions have been established by the National Weather Service and must be met for the red flag criteria: 
· Relative Humidity ≤ 15%
· Sustained winds  ≥ 25 MPH

· Wind gusts > 35 MPH for ≥ 6 hours

                or
· Existing dry lightening activity
Dispatch Procedures
The dispatch center will complete the following procedures when upgrading to a high or Red Flag Level Dispatch Mode:

· Enter a call into CAD as high wildland or red flag dispatch status
· Send all JPA Chiefs and stations a page stating which weather zone      has moved into a high wildland or red flag dispatch status

· On duty Battalion Chiefs shall advise the dispatch center if they will be   adding extra staffing

· Obtain the County wide resource status from Echo 1, and page North Zone Coordinator only with active incidents of wildland nature
· Announce on Dispatch 1A “Attention all units and all stations, (Inland or Coastal Zone) is now in a high wildland dispatch status” Same for Red Flag Level Dispatch.
· Document each step in the call, as well as on the red high wildland form located in the filing drawers next to each console.  When complete close the call.

· Fires dispatched in SRA or a threat to SRA have notification made to MVU via Fire CC

Data Sources

Due to such differences in weather conditions which exist along the inland and coastal areas, the North Zone will be divided into two distinct weather zones that are based on the National Weather Service maps for the North County.  At any given time, one zone or both may be in a different wildland dispatch mode.

Weather data will be evaluated twice daily (0930 & 1430 hrs) and include the following:

· Temperature

· Wind speed

· Relative humidity

Weather Zones

Zone 243:  Weather Zone 243 (Coastal Zone) comprises of the entire coastal area of the North Zone to approximately ten miles inland.
Departments:  RSF, SOL, DMR, ENC, CBD, OCS
Primary: Carlsbad
Secondary:  Oceanside  

Zone 250:  Weather Zone 250 (Inland Zone) comprises of inland areas from ten miles off the coast to the 3000 ft level.

Departments:  ESC, SMC, VTA, NCF, EFF

Primary:  Valley Center
Secondary:  Escondido  
Each weather zone will have primary and secondary weather site locations.  Weather site locations can be found at http://mesowest.utah.edu/index.html
When on the mesowest website listed above, the dispatcher will click on the State of California.  Next they will select CA – San Diego FWZ from the dropdown box for “Region/Zone” and then hit the “Map It” button.  Next they will select the tab above that is labeled “Show Tables”.  That will bring up a window to the right that lists all of the weather stations that have reported conditions. 
In the event of total failure to obtain the weather through the primary and secondary sites on Mesowest.com, there will be a tertiary weather site located at Weather.com for each zone which can be found by:

· Go to Weather.com 
· Select local forecast

· Select the designated zone to obtain weather
Duration of Dispatch Status

North Zone will remain in High or Red Flag Wildland Dispatch Modes until there is a change in weather observations indicating a change to a lower dispatch level. If there is a change from High Wildland or Red Flag conditions to a lower dispatch level, North Comm will send out an All Chiefs Page notification of the change.
Extra Staffing 

For High Level and Red Flag Level Dispatch modes, Battalion Chiefs in the North Zone will make the determination if their jurisdiction will augment staffing levels.

The Dispatch center will augment staffing levels when a Red Flag Level Dispatch Mode is implemented.
The following are the three dispatch levels for LRA RESPONSES:
Vegetation Fire – Normal Level 
3 – Type 3 Engines

                                                                             
1 – Type 1 Engines

                                                                               
1 – Battalion Chief

Vegetation Fire – High Level (Elevated)               
3 – Type 3 Engines


2 – Type 1 Engines


1 – Water Tender

                                                                                
1 – Battalion Chief

                                                                                
1 – County Copter (Request)
Vegetation Fire – Red Flag Level (Extreme)         
5 – Type 3 Engines

2 – Type 1 Engines


1 – Water Tender


2 – Chief Officers

1 – County Copter(Request)
