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This guideline provides Department procedures for radio communication with the Law Enforcement Agencies.  This procedure is to be used when a fire unit is assigned to an incident in which communication with law enforcement is necessary.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH SHERIFF DEPARTMENT:

Fire Department units may communicate with the Sheriff’s Communication Center (Station M) or the patrol units directly.  The following steps provide a basic guideline for communicating with Sheriff’s Department resources:

1. Select the appropriate Sheriff Talkgroup for the local area:

· Dispatch
 (For Station M)

· TAC
 (For Field Units)

2. Monitor radio for Emergency Traffic.

3. If no “Emergency Traffic Notification” is heard after 30 seconds, contact Station M on the Dispatch Talkgroup and advise them of your status.  
4. If Emergency Traffic is heard, monitor the Dispatch Talkgroup only and coordinate through NorthComm regarding scene entry.  Company Officers should give consideration to utilizing an additional radio to handle communications on both the Law Enforcement and assigned Fire Incident Talkgroup(s).  

· Example:  “Station M, Vista Fire Engine 1211, staged reference the assault at 380 Melrose Drive.  Which S.O. unit am I responding with?”  Station M will advise which Sheriff unit to listen for, or will give additional instructions.

5. The Sheriff unit assigned to the incident will advise Station M that either the scene is clear for the fire department to enter, or that the situation is Code-Four (safe for entry).  The Sheriff unit may instruct Department units to come up on TAC90 or CARS1.

6. All conversation is to be kept to a minimum.

COMMUNICATION WITH ESCONDIDO POLICE:

Fire Department units may communicate with Escondido Police Department patrol units by contacting the Escondido Fire Communications Center.   The following provides a basic guideline for communicating with Escondido Police Department resources.

The Escondido Fire Communications Center will maintain and coordinate communication between assigned fire and police department units.  These communications procedures will begin with the initial dispatch and continue throughout the duration of the incident.  To facilitate communication a common TAC channel can be assigned.
“COVER NOW” USE:

· The term “Code-Three - Cover Now,” is a term used by law enforcement agencies to expedite requests for additional resources during calls with exigent circumstances (ref. EOM 203.02- Use of Law Enforcement Talkgroups).  

· If a crew finds themselves in a situation on an incident where their general safety is being threatened by member of the public, they can request immediate law enforcement assistance by using the term ““Code-Three - Cover Now”.  

· When appropriate, the “Cover Now” request should be followed by a brief report of the situation and resource needs.
Example: “NorthComm, Engine 1412 “Code-Three COVER NOW” at 649 Beverly Place”.  
ROUTINE CONTACT:

Routine radio contact to any law enforcement dispatch center should occur on the multi-discipline hailing Talkgroup “County Call”.  Personnel may contact field units directly on the appropriate tactical channel if the Talkgroup is free of law enforcement radio traffic.  This may be helpful to company officers when awaiting Law Enforcement’s arrival at incidents.  NOTE: All law enforcement agency radios have the entire RMA zone programmed in their radios.  Therefore, County TAC 1 through 4 may be used for longer and less urgent radio traffic. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT RADIO DEFINITIONS:

Station C: Carlsbad Police Department Communications Center
Station M: San Diego County Sheriff’s Communications Center
Station H: Escondido Police Department Communications Center
Station O: Oceanside Police Department Communications Center
Emergency Traffic (ET): Field units request Emergency Traffic when a potentially dangerous situation exists.  Dispatch will verbally announce “Emergency Traffic Only” every 30 seconds on the effected Talkgroup.  **When an Emergency Traffic situation exists, DO NOT contact Law Enforcement on their primary Talkgroups.  If a fire department user MUST contact Sheriff, CSUSM Police, or Palomar Police when ET is announced, County Call should be used as the hailing Talkgroup.

Code 4: No further assistance needed.
10-22: Units can cancel.
10-97: At Scene

11-99: Emergency – Officer needs help.  Not OK to respond in.
